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range of work that the Ministry of Education and Ministry for Pacific Peoples have put in 
place to support Pacific learners and their communities. In our report, ERO recommends 
three areas of action. 

1. Building on the Action Plan for Pacific Education 2020 - 2030, education
agencies need to develop a specific response to reverse the decline in
achievement for Pacific learners. This response needs to:
a. Focus on ensuring Pacific learners are not disadvantaged in the long term.
b. Prioritise reengaging learners in schooling and address lost time in learning

across the curriculum, focusing on the essential areas of literacy and
numeracy, particularly for younger learners.

c. Make every effort to identify those Pacific learners who are significantly
behind and support them to identify gaps in their knowledge and skills, then
strengthening their learning.

2. ERO to work specifically with those schools who are seeing declining
achievement of their Pacific learners. ERO will work with the schools where
Pacific student learning, progress and achievement has declined. ERO will
support the schools' continuous improvement journey with our evaluation
expertise.

3. All schools to recognise the disproportionate impact of Covid-19 on Pacific
learners and take proactive action to offset this impact, drawing on best
practice. Many schools are already doing this. To support schools to raise and
maintain Pacific achievement, we held a talanoa with principals and school
leaders of schools who have seen an improvement in Pacific achievement during
the Covid-19 disruptions to get their ideas on what works. These schools:
a. Had a school culture that celebrates Pacific culture and prioritised Pacific

learners' achievement.
b. Knew their Pacific learners, and supported their learning needs.
c. Combined supports for wellbeing with supports for achievement or supports

for attendance.
d. Supported students to balance their learning with their family commitments.

Publication 

11. This report contains NZQA data that will be released on 4th May 2022. ERO intends to 
publish this report in the following week of the 9th May to enable schools to learn from 
the findings as they respond to Omicron. Teachers and principals have welcomed our 
Covid-19 reports to date as an opportunity to learn from their peers.

12. ERO is working with the Ministry of Education and Ministry for Pacific Peoples on 
sharing the report and its findings with Pacific communities and the education sector. 
We plan to share the report with key groups through:

a. An ERO media release on the morning of publication (a draft is at Appendix 8).
b. Publication of the report and summary on the ERO website.
c. Hosting a launch event for the report with those who have participated in the 

research and interested leaders.
d. Sending the report and summary to peak bodies in the English-medium 

education sector.
e. Delivering an online webinar for principals and teachers on the key findings and 

actions schools can take.
f. Delivering an online webinar for Talanoa Ako providers on the key findings.
g. Publishing a tailored guide for teachers and principals on the good practice in the 

report.
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