
 

 

 

 

Handbook for Early Childhood Services 

NOTE TO USERS 

 This Handbook has been compiled by the Education Review Office solely to 
assist its Review Officers as a reference to relevant legislation and other 
legal requirements that exist as at the date of publication.  It is regularly 
updated for that purpose. 

 The Handbook has been placed on the Internet, and can be freely accessed 
from the ERO website ‘www.ero.govt.nz’.   For those who do not have 
access to the Internet, the Office will make a hard copy available on 
request. 

 Holders of the Handbook should refer to the Internet to confirm currency of 
information when referring to any section or sections of the document. 

 The Handbook is not intended to be exhaustive of all relevant legislation 
and requirements.  It does not represent the official versions of the Acts, 
Regulations and other requirements.  In any situation the full legislation and 
the requirements themselves should be referred to. 

 The Education Review Office disclaims any responsibility or liability for any 
reliance that any person or organisation may place on the information 
contained in this publication. 
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HANDBOOK OF CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS AND UNDERTAKINGS - EARLY 
CHILDHOOD SERVICES  
 
 

11.1 OVERVIEW/INTERPRETATION 
 
Accountability Reviews in early childhood services are carried out by the Education Review 
Office against legislation, regulations, Gazette statements pursuant to legislation, conditions of 
licences, signed charter undertakings and any other specific agreements between the managing 
body and the Crown. 
 
Appropriate sections of these statements have been compiled in this form by the Education 
Review Office and are used by the Office when undertaking accountability reviews of early 
childhood services. 
 
SOURCES 
 
The Handbook for Early Childhood Services comprises, to date, requirements stated in the 
following Act and Regulations and other specified sources: 

 
Education and Training Act 2020 
Education Act 1989 [Saving provisions) 
Education (Early Childhood Services) Regulations 2008 
Children’s Act 2014 
Food Act 2014 
Food Regulations 2015 

 
Note: Excerpts from the act and regulations have not always been inserted in full. 
 
 
 



Education Review Office: Handbook for Early Childhood Services – September 2020  
 

CONTENTS 

H EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE CENTRES ................................................ H 

I HOME-BASED EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES .......................................................... I 

J HOSPITAL-BASED EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES .................................................... J 

K TE KOHANGA REO ...................................................................................................... K 

L PLAYGROUPS [Not Updated] ...................................................................................... L 

M EDUCATION (EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES) REGULATIONS .......................................... M 



Education Review Office: Handbook for Early Childhood Services – September 2020  
 

H EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE CENTRES 

H1 Education and Training Act 2020 .............................................................................. Page 1 

H2      Curriculum Framework…………………………………………………………………………………..………Page 14 

H3      Licensing Criteria for Early Childhood Education and Care Centres 2008…….…….…...Page 22 

H4 Children’s  Act 2014……………………………………………………………………………………….........Page 55 

H5 Food safety for ECE Services (Food Act requirements)………………….………………………..Page 57 

 
I HOME-BASED EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES 

I1 Education and Training Act 2020 ................................……………………………………………..Page 1 

I2 Licensing Criteria for Home-based Education and Care Services 2008 ..................... Page 11 

 
J HOSPITAL-BASED EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES 

J1 Education and Training Act 2020 .............................................................................. Page 1 

J2 Licensing Criteria for Hospital-based Education and Care Services 2008 ................. Page 13 

 
K TE KOHANGA REO 

K1 Education and Training Act 2020 .............................................................................. Page 1 

K2 Licensing Criteria for Te Kohanga Reo 2008 ............................................................ Page 13 

 
M EDUCATION (EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES) REGULATIONS 


