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Mihi
“Ko te kai a te rangatira ko te kōrero”

E aku rangatira, tēnā koutou katoa. Tēnā koutou i roto i ngā āhuatanga o te wā. E tika ana kia mihi 
atu ki a rātou kua hoki ki tua o te ārai. Haere hoki atu rā ki te kāinga tūturu ki reira koutou okioki 
ai, ki reira koutou tohutohu mai ki a mātou ngā waihotanga iho. Otirā, ko koutou te hunga wairua 
ki a koutou, ko tātou te hunga ora ki a tātou. He mihi nui tēnei ki ngā pou ārahi katoa e para i te 
huarahi kia tutuki pai tēnei kaupapa, tēnei tukanga hou mā ngā kura kaupapa Māori Te Aho Matua, 
puta noa i Aotearoa. 

He tukanga tuku mana ki te whānau. 

He tukanga whai mana mā te whānau.

Ko te aro-nui o te tukanga nei kia tupu ora tonu o tātou kura puta noa, kia tūtuki ngā tino 
uaratanga o Te Aho Matua mā ō tātou uri whakatipu. No reira, mē tātou tēnei e hāpai, e tautoko, e 
whakatinana. Mauri ora!
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Foreword
Since 2001, the Education Review Office (ERO) has worked closely with Te Rūnanga Nui o Ngā 
Kura Kaupapa Māori o Aotearoa (Te Rūnanga Nui) to develop and monitor a specialist review 
methodology for Te Aho Matua kura kaupapa Māori.  

Te Rūnanga Nui and ERO are committed to ensuring that the methodology reflects the principles 
of Te Aho Matua and is consistent with ERO’s wider evaluative practice. At the heart of this 
methodology are five principles: 

•	 External review is based on internal review of kura
•	 The review process is based on dialogue
•	 Evaluative criteria are based on the principles of Te Aho Matua
•	 There is an understanding of the nature of Māori language (within the kura) within the context 

of Māori efforts to revitalise and regenerate the Māori language
•	 There is an understanding that the curriculum development process is occurring within the 

context of kura kaupapa Māori efforts to re-establish mātauranga Māori (Māori knowledge) and 
tikanga Māori (Māori practices). 

While these five principles continue to underpin the methodology, there have been changes to the 
content to reflect different evaluation approaches and to ensure that the methodology adequately 
reflects the needs of Te Aho Matua kura kaupapa Māori. 

Over the past 12 years, Te Rūnanga Nui and ERO have met regularly to discuss and refine the 
methodology.  In 2006, the methodology underwent a significant review and was amended in the 
interests of improvement and accountability.  This review was a collaborative process that enabled 
the methodology to evolve alongside ERO’s review methodology for mainstream schools.

ERO has since worked closely with Te Rūnanga Nui to further update the Framework for Review 
and Evaluation in Te Aho Matua Kura Kaupapa Māori. The result is a robust methodology that 
accommodates the interests of all parties concerned. The Evaluation Indicators for Reviews in Te 
Aho Matua Kura Kaupapa Māori sit alongside this framework and provides a useful resource for 
review officers and kura. 

We are delighted to publish the latest methodology and trust that Te Aho Matua Kura Kaupapa 
Māori will find it a useful evaluation process.

Education Review Office	              Te Rūnanga Nui o Ngā Kura Kaupapa Māori o Aotearoa
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Te Ira Tangata Te Reo Ngaā Iwi Te Ao Āhuatanga Ako

TE TINO UARATANGA 

Wāhanga 
The diagrams on the following pages show the inter-relationships between Te Aho Matua wāhanga.  

Te Tino Uaratanga in this document is the section of Te Aho Matua that sets out the English 
interpretation of the long term outcomes for students. 

The visual representation, using colour, denotes how each of the other five wāhanga links 
to Te Tino Uaratanga. Depicting the wāhanga in this way shows the clear links between the 
indicators and the long-term outcomes defined in Te Tino Uaratanga. 

Each wāhanga includes an overarching statement focused on student outcomes that acts as an 
introduction. This statement represents a summation of the indicators that follow. The colour is 
a visual representation of how each wāhanga links to the long term outcomes defined in Te Tino 
Uaratanga. 

Te Wāhanga Framework (the indicator tables) acknowledges the diversity of Te Aho Matua Kura 
Kaupapa Māori. It recognises culturally specific features and acknowledges the importance of 
qualitative data in this education environment. ERO recognises the value of observable behaviour 
and whānau practice.

Each Wāhanga has a group of indicators. Each indicator is supported by a rationale that 
provides an insight into the overall content. This is followed by examples of some of the 
observable student behaviour and whānau/staff practices and beliefs that contribute to each 
indicator and influence it. Research and theory that provide the foundation for key ideas, 
beliefs and practices are listed.

The focus is on the student, the desired outcomes from Te Aho Matua, and the whānau practices 
and beliefs that contribute to these outcomes. 

Te Aho Matua Evaluation Indicators
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Th
e 

st
ud

en
t d

ev
el

op
s 

ph
ys

ic
al

, s
pi

rit
ua

l a
nd

 e
m

ot
io

na
l w

el
lb

ei
ng

, a
n 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 h
is

 o
r h

er
 in

di
vi

du
al

 u
ni

qu
en

es
s 

 
an

d 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

an
d 

re
sp

ec
t f

or
 h

im
 o

r h
er

se
lf 

an
d 

ot
he

rs

In
di

ca
to

r
Ra

tio
na

le
O

bs
er

va
bl

e 
be

ha
vi

ou
r

W
hā

na
u 

pr
ac

tic
es

 a
nd

 b
el

ie
fs

Re
se

ar
ch

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t i

s 
en

th
us

ia
st

ic
 

ab
ou

t l
ea

rn
in

g 
in

 
a 

nu
rt

ur
in

g 
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

ba
se

d 
on

  
tr

ad
iti

on
al

 M
āo

ri 
va

lu
es

 b
el

ie
fs

 
an

d 
co

nc
ep

ts
. 

A
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

ba
se

d 
in

 M
āo

ri 
tr

ad
iti

on
al

 v
al

ue
s, 

be
lie

fs
 a

nd
 c

on
ce

pt
s 

pr
ov

id
es

 a
 st

ro
ng

 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

fo
r t

he
 

le
ar

ne
r.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 d

isc
us

s t
he

 le
ar

ni
ng

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
e 

cr
ea

tiv
el

y 
to

 th
e 

de
sig

n 
of

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

w
he

re
 c

on
ce

pt
s o

f w
ai

ru
a,

 m
au

ri,
 ta

pu
, 

ih
om

at
ua

 a
nd

 m
an

a 
ar

e 
re

fle
ct

ed
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 a

pp
ly

 th
ei

r k
no

w
le

dg
e 

of
 

w
ai

ru
a,

 m
au

ri,
 ta

pu
, i

ho
m

at
ua

 a
nd

 
m

an
a 

to
 e

ve
ry

da
y 

sit
ua

tio
ns

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

in
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 th
at

 
re

fle
ct

 ti
ka

ng
a 

pr
ac

tic
es

 a
nd

 v
al

ue
s.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 le

ar
n 

a 
ra

ng
e 

of
 k

ar
ak

ia
 a

nd
 

w
ha

ka
ta

uk
ī.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 u

se
 k

ar
ak

ia
 a

nd
 w

ha
ka

ta
uk

ī.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 d
isc

us
s t

he
ir 

id
ea

s w
ith

 
co

m
m

un
ity

 m
em

be
rs

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 a
na

ly
se

 a
nd

 m
ak

e 
us

e 
of

 th
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

sh
ar

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 in
vo

lv
ed

 a
nd

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

in
 

Te
 A

ho
 M

at
ua

 w
ān

an
ga

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 d
isc

us
s t

he
 k

au
pa

pa
 o

f t
he

 
ku

ra
. 

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 v

al
ue

 th
e 

in
vo

lv
em

en
t o

f 
w

hā
na

u.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 v
al

ue
 th

e 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 m

ad
e 

by
 o

th
er

s.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 a
w

ar
e 

th
at

 w
ho

 th
ey

 a
re

 
in

flu
en

ce
s t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

f t
he

 
le

ar
ni

ng
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 h
av

e 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 to

 w
or

k 
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
, w

ith
 p

ee
rs

, w
ith

 te
in

a,
 

tu
ak

an
a 

an
d 

in
 g

ro
up

s, 
an

d 
do

 so
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 d

isp
la

y 
en

th
us

ia
sm

 fo
r 

le
ar

ni
ng

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 a
pp

ea
r h

ap
py

 in
 th

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 c

ar
e 

fo
r o

th
er

s.

•	
W

hā
na

u 
di

sc
us

s t
he

 le
ar

ni
ng

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t. 
•	

Th
ey

 d
isc

us
s t

he
 v

al
ue

 o
f a

 n
ur

tu
rin

g 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
•	

Th
ey

 m
ak

e 
in

fo
rm

ed
 d

ec
isi

on
s a

bo
ut

 
th

e 
le

ar
ni

ng
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.
•	

W
hā

na
u 

en
su

re
 th

at
 th

e 
co

nc
ep

ts
 o

f:
--

W
ai

ru
a

--
M

au
ri

--
	Ta

pu
--

Ih
om

at
ua

 
--

M
an

a
ar

e 
re

fle
ct

ed
 in

 th
e 

ku
ra

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

•	
Th

ey
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 ti

ka
ng

a 
pr

ac
tic

es
 a

nd
 

va
lu

es
 a

re
 re

fle
ct

ed
 in

 th
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
, 

in
 p

la
nn

in
g 

an
d 

le
ar

ni
ng

 p
ro

gr
am

m
es

.
•	

W
hā

na
u 

us
e 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
sk

ill
s f

ro
m

 
th

ei
r o

w
n 

co
m

m
un

ity
.

•	
Th

ey
 u

se
 c

om
m

un
ity

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

sk
ill

s t
o 

en
ha

nc
e 

th
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e.
•	

Th
ey

 a
re

 in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 T

e 
A

ho
 M

at
ua

 
w

ān
an

ga
 a

nd
 d

isc
us

s t
he

 k
ur

a 
ka

up
ap

a.
•	

Th
ey

 a
re

 c
le

ar
 a

bo
ut

 T
e 

A
ho

 M
at

ua
 a

nd
 

th
ei

r k
ur

a 
ka

up
ap

a.
•	

Th
ey

 v
al

ue
 th

e 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 m

ad
e 

by
 

ot
he

rs
.

•	
W

hā
na

u 
co

m
bi

ne
 th

ei
r k

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 
stu

de
nt

s, 
le

ar
ni

ng
, t

ik
an

ga
 a

nd
 T

e 
A

ho
 

M
at

ua
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 re

sp
on

siv
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
•	

Th
ey

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 st

ud
en

t-c
en

tr
ed

 
le

ar
ni

ng
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.
•	

Th
ey

 fo
cu

s o
n 

bo
th

 in
di

vi
du

al
 a

nd
 

co
lle

ct
iv

e 
ne

ed
s o

f s
tu

de
nt

s.
•	

Th
ey

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 c

ar
in

g 
an

d 
su

pp
or

tiv
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

•	
Th

ey
 d

isp
la

y 
ca

re
 a

nd
 c

on
ce

rn
 fo

r 
stu

de
nt

s a
nd

 o
th

er
s.

Bi
sh

op
 a

nd
 B

er
ry

m
an

 (2
00

6)
 fo

un
d 

th
at

 
th

e 
qu

al
ity

 o
f e

du
ca

tio
na

l r
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
 

w
er

e 
th

e 
m

os
t i

nf
lu

en
tia

l f
ac

to
r a

ffe
ct

in
g 

M
āo

ri 
stu

de
nt

s’ 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t. 

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l s

uc
ce

ss
 is

 b
es

t a
ch

ie
ve

d 
w

he
n 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

y, 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 a
nd

 
sy

st
em

s r
ef

le
ct

 th
e 

cu
ltu

ra
l c

ap
ita

l o
f t

he
 

stu
de

nt
s. 

(B
ou

rd
ie

u 
in

 B
rim

i, 
20

05
.)

Bi
sh

op
, B

er
ry

m
an

 a
nd

 R
ic

ha
rd

so
n 

(2
00

2)
 

fo
un

d 
th

at
 e

ffe
ct

iv
e 

te
ac

he
rs

 c
re

at
e 

cu
ltu

ra
lly

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 a
nd

 re
sp

on
siv

e 
co

nt
ex

ts
 fo

r l
ea

rn
in

g 
by

 c
re

at
in

g 
ca

rin
g 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

, f
or

 th
ei

r s
tu

de
nt

s a
nd

 th
ei

r 
w

hā
na

u,
 b

y 
en

co
ur

ag
in

g 
stu

de
nt

s t
o 

ca
re

 fo
r a

nd
 re

sp
ec

t o
ne

 a
no

th
er

, a
nd

 b
y 

al
lo

w
in

g 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 o
f w

hā
na

u 
to

 g
ui

de
 

th
ei

r p
ra

ct
ic

es
. 

Fu
lc

he
r (

20
01

) a
rg

ue
s t

ha
t t

o 
en

su
re

 
th

e 
cu

ltu
ra

l s
af

et
y 

of
 M

āo
ri 

ch
ild

re
n 

th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f w
ai

ru
a 

m
us

t b
e 

ac
kn

ow
le

dg
ed

, a
s w

ith
ou

t i
t, 

on
e 

co
ul

d 
no

t 
af

fir
m

 a
 tr

ue
 se

ns
e 

of
 id

en
tit

y.
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In
di

ca
to

r
Ra

tio
na

le
O

bs
er

va
bl

e 
be

ha
vi

ou
r

W
hā

na
u 

pr
ac

tic
es

 a
nd

 b
el

ie
fs

Re
se

ar
ch

Th
e 

st
ud

en
t 

va
lu

es
 h

is
 o

r 
he

r i
de

nt
ity

, i
s 

co
nfi

de
nt

 a
nd

 
di

sp
la

ys
 p

os
iti

ve
 

se
lf-

es
te

em
.

•	
A

 se
ns

e 
of

 id
en

tit
y 

co
nt

rib
ut

es
 

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

stu
de

nt
’s:

--
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 h

is 
or

 h
er

 
pl

ac
e 

in
 th

e 
w

hā
na

u
--

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 h
is 

or
 h

er
 

pl
ac

e 
in

 th
e 

lo
ca

l a
nd

 w
id

er
 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

--
re

sp
ec

t f
or

 se
lf 

an
d 

ot
he

rs
--

hi
s o

r h
er

 
in

di
vi

du
al

 se
lf 

es
te

em
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 sh
ar

e 
th

ei
r o

w
n 

w
ha

ka
pa

pa
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 u

se
 k

ar
ak

ia
, w

ai
at

a 
an

d 
m

ot
ea

te
a 

to
 e

nh
an

ce
 th

ei
r k

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 
th

ei
r w

hā
na

u,
 h

ap
ū 

an
d 

iw
i.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 to

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t t

he
m

se
lv

es
 

an
d 

th
ei

r w
hā

na
u.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 sh

ar
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 a
bo

ut
 

th
em

se
lv

es
 w

ith
 th

ei
r p

ee
rs

, w
hā

na
u 

an
d 

ka
um

āt
ua

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 a
re

 e
xp

os
ed

 to
 w

hā
na

u,
 h

ap
ū 

an
d 

iw
i d

iff
er

en
ce

s.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t t

an
ga

ta
 ro

ng
on

ui
 

fr
om

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
w

hā
na

u,
 h

ap
ū 

an
d 

iw
i.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 th
ei

r i
nd

iv
id

ua
l 

an
d 

co
lle

ct
iv

e 
m

an
a.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 h

on
ou

r a
nd

 re
sp

ec
t 

th
em

se
lv

es
, w

hā
na

u 
an

d 
ot

he
rs

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

co
nf

id
en

tly
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 a

ck
no

w
le

dg
e 

th
ei

r i
nd

iv
id

ua
l 

st
re

ng
th

s a
nd

 w
ea

kn
es

se
s.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 a

ck
no

w
le

dg
e 

th
ei

r n
at

ur
al

 
ta

le
nt

.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 d
isp

la
y 

pe
rs

on
al

 p
rid

e 
in

 th
ei

r 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

ts
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 a

ck
no

w
le

dg
e 

th
ei

r c
re

at
iv

e 
ab

ili
tie

s.
•	

St
ud

en
ts

 a
ck

no
w

le
dg

e 
th

at
 so

m
e 

of
 th

ei
r 

in
di

vi
du

al
 a

ttr
ib

ut
es

 c
om

e 
fr

om
 o

th
er

 
w

hā
na

u 
m

em
be

rs
.

•	
St

ud
en

ts
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 c

on
fid

en
ce

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

ei
r c

re
at

iv
ity

.

•	
W

hā
na

u 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 sh

ar
e 

th
ei

r h
ap

ū 
an

d 
iw

i d
iff

er
en

ce
s.

•	
Th

ey
 u

se
 iw

i k
no

w
le

dg
e 

to
 in

fo
rm

 th
e 

co
nt

en
t o

f t
he

 le
ar

ni
ng

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e.

•	
Th

ey
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 sh
ar

e 
th

e 
lo

ca
l h

ap
ū 

an
d 

iw
i a

nd
 u

se
 th

is 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

to
 

in
fo

rm
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e 
co

nt
en

t.
•	

Th
ey

 k
no

w
 w

ho
 th

ey
 a

re
 a

nd
 sh

ar
e 

th
is 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
w

ith
 st

ud
en

ts
.

•	
W

hā
na

u 
be

co
m

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

ith
 o

th
er

 
w

hā
na

u,
 th

ei
r h

ap
ū 

an
d 

iw
i a

ffi
lia

tio
ns

.
•	

Th
ey

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 u

se
 d

iff
er

en
t i

w
i 

la
ng

ua
ge

 st
ru

ct
ur

es
, k

ar
ak

ia
, m

ot
ea

te
a 

an
d 

w
ai

at
a 

in
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e 
co

nt
en

t.
•	

Th
ey

 a
ct

iv
el

y 
pu

rs
ue

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

of
 

th
em

se
lv

es
.

•	
Th

ey
 in

tr
od

uc
e 

stu
de

nt
s t

o 
ta

ng
at

a 
ro

ng
on

ui
 fr

om
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

w
hā

na
u,

 
ha

pū
 a

nd
 iw

i.
•	

K
au

m
āt

ua
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 w
hā

na
u 

ar
e 

pr
es

en
t d

ur
in

g 
di

ffe
re

nt
 le

ar
ni

ng
 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
.

•	
Th

ey
 m

od
el

 th
at

 th
ey

 v
al

ue
 in

di
vi

du
al

 
an

d 
co

lle
ct

iv
e 

sk
ill

s a
nd

 a
ttr

ib
ut

es
.

•	
Th

ey
 p

ro
vi

de
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s f

or
 st

ud
en

ts
 

to
 le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t t
he

 in
di

vi
du

al
 a

nd
 

co
lle

ct
iv

e 
sk

ill
s a

nd
 a

ttr
ib

ut
es

 o
f o

th
er

s.
•	

W
hā

na
u 

kn
ow

 th
em

se
lv

es
 a

nd
 o

th
er

s.
•	

Th
ey

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 h
on

ou
r a

nd
 re

sp
ec

t 
to

 a
ll 

pe
op

le
.

•	
W

hā
na

u 
pr

ov
id

e 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 fo

r 
stu

de
nt

s t
o 

ex
pr

es
s t

he
m

se
lv

es
 w

ith
 

co
nf

id
en

ce
.

•	
Th

ey
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 st
ud

en
ts

 to
 ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 
th

ei
r s

tr
en

gt
hs

 a
nd

 w
ea

kn
es

se
s.

•	
Th

ey
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 st
ud

en
ts

 to
 ta

ke
 p

rid
e 

in
 th

ei
r i

nd
iv

id
ua

l a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

ts
.

•	
Th

ey
 p

ro
vi

de
 st

ud
en

ts
 w

ith
 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 to
 fo

ste
r t

he
ir 

cr
ea

tiv
e 

an
d 

na
tu

ra
l t

al
en

ts
.

Ta
ha

 M
āo

ri 
ha

s t
he

 p
ot

en
tia

l t
o 

he
lp

 M
āo

ri 
stu

de
nt

s f
ee

l a
 g

re
at

er
 se

ns
e 

of
 id
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at
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